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Februsry 18, 1952

Howorable Thomasz . Dewey
Executive Chamber F e %
Albany, N.Y. \ .

Hy desr Covernor:

Your Philippine chepter resched me Saturdsy aftermoon, snd T went
over it with John Melby, who is on the Philippine desk in the Stuts
Depsrtment, Ssturdey evenlng. There are s few odds and ends of
things which you may want to stralghten out & bit, end Mr. Melby
will write to you today from Washington, so that your draft, along
with our comment, should be in your heands at Alebny tomorrow. It is
very intersating veading, and I shell look forwerd with much sntiel-
pation to the publlication date of your book.

T have been wanting Lo come up to Albeny to telk with you about your
trip, but this is only my third time in Now Jork since cur return
from the Philippines, snd agein today the occesion for my coming up
is snother lunchaon, this time for the New Zealand Prime Minister.

It oceurred to me that you might be interceted in having a bit of
background on how the Bell Misaion came into being. I first wemt

to the Philippines in May of 1949, I was so sppslled by vhat I
found thers during the firet ten days of my dtay, thet I went up to
Tokyo to have & talk with General Machrthur, and then I returned to
Washington to report on whet I hed found. I later came to the eon-
elusion that 1t was imperative thet a top-flight econmomlc mleosion
ghould coms out to the Philippines to teke a [resh look a% it.
President Truman and tha State Department approved the idea, end I
then proposed it to President ‘ulrino at our Bagulo Embassy resl-
dence after dinner on Christmas nlght of 1949, I proposed it zo an
Amarican mlogion, Presidemt .uirine insisted on e joint Amerlcan-
Philippine mission. I was insistent upon an Americen mission, not
only beceuss I felt that a complstely independent Americsn minsion
would be best guslified to do the Job, bubt becsuse I wanted Yo use
the report as & basie for remedisl measures which 1 knew were vitel
to the well being of the Philippines. In urging an Americen mission,
as distinguished from a joint mission, upon President Luirino, I
argued thet the report of an Americen mission would be much more
roadily sccepted by our Congress, President .uirino and his advisers,
I found, were fearful of a highly eritlcsl report, and it was late in
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HMay before Quirino reluctantly accepted the American mission, with
the attendant locs of several prior and valuwabls months,

I hed wrged the sppointment of Dan Bell, not only beceuse of his
wall-known competence and integrity, but bzemuse of the high estoom
in which he was, and 1s,held by our Congress. President ‘mirino was
for & time so bitterly resentful over my insistence upon & purely
Anmericen mission thalt I had reason to belisve thaet he might sven ask
for my recall, and I so advised the Department. I was at the seme time
urging the consolidetion of the Constebulary and the Armed Forces, and
the rePlacement of General Ragelon, the then Secretary of Defense,
#ith a new Secretary of Defenss, and also the replacement of General
Castenade, Chief of 5talf of the Armed Forces, snd Gemerzl Ramos,
Chief of Staif of the Constabulary, and thot did not help the situs-
tion any. Both Castenada and Famos were cloue personal {riends of
President Culrino, snd had been of very substentisl help to him in

the 1949 presidential election. Ragelon vas a men of grest personsl
courage snd great integrity, but withovt politicel backing, and,
therefore, unsble to cope aut ell with Castensdse snd Bamos.  Czstenada
and Rames havey 28 you know, been retired {rom their respsctive posi-
tlonsy but Ramos, strangsly euough —- or nob strangely emough -«- wes
made. the head of the Philippine Hatlonal Bureau of Iavestigation,
whleh is the counterpsrt of our F.B.I. :

The filing of the Bell report was the basis for the eastsblishment of
an E.Culhe mlzsion to the Philippines. E.C.L., hovwever, has not been
too fortumste in the selection of its adminlstrators. The {irst lad
they sent over was on a temporary basis, and then he was succeeded

at Just about the time you visited enila by Dr. Renne, and Remme ies
now being brought back, and Ty Wood, at E.C.A., and hls associstes,

ave now desparately locking for a reslly top-flight man to send ont
to head the mission. If you have eny ideas on thet subject, I shall

‘be deoply grateful.

John Melby will tell you in his latter #oday thet if you do not mind
too much, we would prefer that youw not say that Megseysay was
appointed as a result of American pressure., President Lvirino is
alreedy very semsitive on thet subject, zs a result of the praice
Magsaysay has had in Time and the Saturday Dvening Post, and rather

‘gensrslly, and I do not want to add any fuel to that fire.  There wes

very greve denger of Maysaysay's removel immedistely after the lest
November 13th slections, and If he were to be forced out, the situs-
tion in the Philippines might well agsin very rapidly deteriorate.

Sinceraly,
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STATE OF NEW YORK
ExecuTivE CHAMBER
ALBANY

THOMAS E.DEWEY
GOVERNOR

February 15, 1952

Honorable Myron B, Cowan
2122 Massachusetts Avenue
Washlington, D, C,

My dear Mr. Ambassador:

Enclosed is a fourth draft of the Philippine
chapter of my book. I think there are some typos and minor
corrections but do not pay any attention to those.

I should be grateful to have your comment and
of course that of Ambassador Romulo in accordance with our
conversation this morning.

I do hope Prime Minister Holland will find it
possible to come up to the Mansion and spend a night and
that you can persuade Mrs, Cowan to come with you,

As 1t happened, my delayed schedule put me
into Wellington the night when the Prime Minister was
opening his election campaign in Christchurch, so while I
had a nice telephone conversation with him I did not see
him during my stay in New Zealand, It would be grand to
have a visit with all of you.

If you can come I will have a limousine waiting
for you or send down a State Conservation Department plane
if you care to use it.

With warm regards and cordial appreciation,
I am

Sincerely yours,

/B, -+ S5



